(U)  FOREIGN SOLDIERS IN INDIA
Among the multitude of questions contained in my. corres-
pondence is the one referring to the advent of foreign soldiers
in India. We have foreign prisoners enough. Now we have pro-
mise of a never-ending stream of soldiers from America and
possibly China. I must confess that I do not look upon this
event with equanimity. Cannot a limitless number of soldiers
be trained out of India's millions? Would they not make as
good fighting material as any in the world? Then why foreign-^
ers? We know what American aid means. It amounts in the
end to American influence, if not American rule added to Bri-
tish. It is a tremendous price to pay for the possible success of
Allied arms. I see no Indian freedom peeping through all this
preparation for the so-called defence of India. It is preparation
pure and simple for the defence of the British Empire, whatever
may be asserted to the contrary. If the British left India to her
fate as they had to leave Singapore, non-violent India would
not lose anything. Probably the Japanese would leave India
alone. Perhaps India, if the main parties composed their diffe-
rences as they probably would, would be able effectively tqgf
help China in the way of peace and in the long run may even
play a decisive part in the promotion of world peace. But all
these happy things may not happen, if the British will leave
India only when they imist. How much more creditable, how
much braver it would be for Britain to offer battle in the West
and leave the East to adjust her own position! There is no
guarantee that she will be able to protect, during this war, all
her vast possessions. They have become a dead weight round
her. If she wisely loosens herself from this weight, and the
Nazis, the Fascists or the Japanese instead of leaving India*1
alone choose to subjugate her, they will find that they have to
hold more than they can in their iron hoop. They will find it
much more difficult than Britain has. Their very rigidity will
strangle them. The British system had an elasticity which
served so long as it had no powerful rivals. British elasticity
is of no help today. I have said more than once in these columns
that the Nazi power had risen as a nemesis to punish Britain
for her sins of exploitation and enslavement of the Asiatic and
African races.
Whatever the consequences, therefore, to India, her real
safety and Britain's too lie in orderly and timely British with-
drawal from India. All talk of treaties with the Princes and obli-
gations towards minorities are a creation designed for the
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